Tumour-associated antigens in mammary and extramammary Paget's disease.
The immunoperoxidase technique was used to study the immunoreactivities of two murine monoclonal antibodies to carcinoma-associated antigens raised respectively against a human breast cancer line (MBr1) and an ovarian carcinoma (MOv2) and of a conventional anti-CEA serum in 20 cases of mammary Paget's disease of the nipple and in three cases of extramammary Paget's disease. Each of the immunoreagents stained Paget's cells in a high proportion of cases and failed to discriminate mammary from extramammary disease. The antigenic phenotypes of underlying in situ or infiltrating breast carcinomas corresponded to those of the associated Paget's disease of the nipple. The consistent immunoreactivity of eccrine and apocrine sweat glands and of normal mammary epithelia indicated an antigenic relationship between epithelia of adnexal derivation and Paget's cells.